THE FAITH-GRACE CONNECTION
2 AUGUST 2026

Introduction

The reason for the series is to upgrade our operating system. The days of MS-DOS are over since 2001 with the advent of Windows XP. If we are to run with horses – we need a higher grade of fuel. For all the petrol heads: what happens when you press the NOS button in the cars? Liquid nitrous oxide is injected into the engine releasing oxygen that burns the fuel faster. Grace injects divine ability into the same spirit, soul and body. But before, we understand Grace as Power, we must acknowledge that Grace is a Person, First!

Secondly, Grace is a Mystery! We cannot work it out scientifically or rationally. People with degrees will struggle to comprehend. It must be grasped/apprehended by the spirit rather than learnt by the rational mind. We saw this in Paul’s thesis on grace to the Ephesian Church (chapters 2 and 3). He refers to the unsearchable riches of God Grace in Christ which is revealed or unveiled to us by the Holy Spirit. The key to this spiritual enlightenment of Grace is Faith. 

Romans 5:1-2, ‘Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.’ [NIV]

There are two mediums through which we develop and advance in life. One is through the knowledge we acquire through teaching and learning – we call that education. For that to happen we need an entire ecosystem that includes a language as the means of communication, tutors who are knowledge experts, assessments to evaluate the gaps in learning and adequate facilities like classrooms, desks, writings materials and so on. However, we have been wonderfully made that we also develop and advance through enlightenment of the spirit – not the soul. Now the spirit needs an entire ecosystem for understanding to take place. Language, experts, tests and a proper environment. I want to submit to you that entire ecosystem is conditioned by faith.

1 Corinthians 2:4-16, ‘My conversation and my preaching were not with persuasive words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not be based on human wisdom but on the power of God. 6 Now we do speak wisdom among the mature, but not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are perishing. 7 Instead we speak the wisdom of God, hidden in a mystery, that God determined before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood it. If they had known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But just as it is written, “Things that no eye has seen, or ear heard, or mind imagined, are the things God has prepared for those who love him.” 10 God has revealed these to us by the Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who among men knows the things of a man except the man’s spirit within him? So too, no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things that are freely given to us by God. 13 And we speak about these things, not with words taught us by human wisdom, but with those taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual things to spiritual people. 14 The unbeliever does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him. And he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The one who is spiritual discerns all things, yet he himself is understood by no one. 16 For who has known the mind of the Lord, so as to advise him? But we have the mind of Christ.’ [NET]

I am suggesting that FAITH is what opens our heart to understanding the spiritual God and his unsearchable riches of Grace. Faith provides the capacity to download and process Grace! Faithlessness shuts the door to God and His spiritual riches in Christ. Unfortunately, we exploited faith for material things only!

1. Faith is our Capacity for God/Eternal/Heavenly

Hebrews 11:1-3,6, ‘Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.’ [NIV]

Without Faith we are reduced to a natural person who lives only for this natural world. Our live revolves around our body, job, money, food, family, holidays, hobbies friends and entertainment. We have no appetite for the supernatural. Israel-Idols! Faith opens your heart to the possibilities in God that are invisible to the naked eye. 

2. Faith is the Habitat for Grace

Faith installs a new paradigm to life – the heavenly! We are native to earth but when in space we need suit that simulates our habitat. Faith is the special suit that simulates the heavens and makes possible for Grace to cohabitate in a Body and superimpose the designs/architecture of the divine into our spirits so that our constructs on the earth are not built with the science of the earth only but the wisdom from above. Example: The science of the earth through psychologists tells us the that the concentration span of an average human being in a lecture like this setting is 15/20 minutes. Therefore, most churches adjust their sermon time accordingly. We listen for 45 minutes and in our conferences, 75minutes. Paul taught all night!

Habakkuk 2:4 “Behold the proud, his soul is not upright [righteous] in him; But the just [righteous] shall live by his faith.’ [NKJV]. Notice that the person who lives off their soul has no capacity/appetite for righteousness which is the designs or ways of God. But the righteous lives only because he has faith.

Romans 1:16-17, ‘For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” [NKJV]. The divine architecture which resides in Grace is only revealed incrementally – portion by portion – faith upon faith. There are levels of faith which brings us into levels of grace. While Grace is divine initiative, the human responsibility is faith. You keep your faith small; you limit the capacity of grace download. Which means that Faith is the only Environment in which Grace is present and flourishes. 

It’s like this: if I can use a metaphor of analogue verses digital. You know there was a time that data was stored and transferred through analogue devices that worked mechanically – like a clock or a radio. Data was transferred through magnetic tapes – both audio and visual cassettes. It was slow and cumbersome. With the advent of the digital systems, tons of information are stored, edited and transferred electronically. Bluetooth and Airdrops are convenient and efficient means of moving data and finances. In like manner, we have two completely systems of operation in the mind and in the spirit. The algorithms are incomparable!

3. Faith is the Steps of a Grace-filled Walk

Faith is not just an act or an event, but faith becomes a walk or lifestyle. Notice what Paul does here in this verse with such brilliance and insight. 2 Corinthians 5:6-8, ‘So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.’ [NKJV]. Because of our humanity we are governed by Natural Sight but in our divinity, we are governed by Spiritual Sight – FAITH! That is where our warfare is as the sons of God – Do we succumb to our humanity or divinity?

Romans 3:21-22; 27, ‘But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith.’ Sons of God not lawless or unprincipled. Steps of the Righteous are ordered/structured/calculated by the ‘Royal Law.’ Israelites were freed from slavery unto worship. Let my people Go that they may worship me! It is a freedom with rest & responsibility/rights & responsibilities! It is not ill-disciplined lifestyle but structured!

Conclusion

I said all of the above to conclude with this: As we bathe our spirit in Faith we create the ecosystem for Grace. When Grace takes residence in us as sons of God we live and operate not by reason of our expertise and experience but by Faith. Our Faith is seen by our works. But it is not the work by the sweat of our brow but the work of Grace. Therefore, Jesus would say to the woman I have not ‘seen’ such faith in all Israel! In Abraham, it was the offering of Isaac, his only son. Faith leads to Obedience!

Let’s define Faith: It is to trust God enough to be obedient to Him! Hebrews 11:7-8, ‘By faith Noah…built the ark…became heir of righteousness according to faith. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed God…11…Sarah judged Him faithful who had promised.’ How much faith do we have? It is quantified by our obedience. What have you done this week that could testify to your obedience to the Father? A faith without the evidence of works by grace is dead faith – even Satan has such faith! 
